AN HUMBLE 
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From he 


PEOPLE: 


of FE N 


To . their 


GLAND 


Repreſentatives.in. PAR LIA MENT, 


Gentlemen, 


HE eforoat Truſt and Confidence which we have Repoſed in you, 
will {ufficiently convince all the World, that we do not preſume 
to make thjs Addreſs upon the leaft diſtruſt of yeur Prudence and 
Care over us; which on the contrary, we arso ſenſible of, that 
we deſire to make all due Acknow 
more particular manner , for the Eltabliſhment of the Govern- 
ment under our moſt Auſpicious and Gracions Soveraigns King William 
. and Queen Mary, whoſe long and proſperous Reign over us is that 
great Blefling we daily Pray for, as the only means next under the Divine Providence, 
. .that can make us the moſt "fon and Flouciſhing People in the World. 44> 
But conſidering the mulcitude and almoſt infinite Variety of Afﬀairs both Foreign 
and Domelſtick that lie before you, tis.a wonder that you fhould think of fo many 
[things as you do; and therefore, leaſt one amongſt ſo many ſhould happen to eſcape 
your preſent Thoughts,. which we conceive co 
'tous, We Humbly take the Freedom at this time (which we hope is Seaſonable) only 


to Recall it to your Memory, and (that. is) The Buying. and Selling of Offices. 


We do not take upon us to ſay there hath been any ſuch thing, but Humbly Sub- 


mit to your determination of that Point, as the Gr we a and Repreſentatives 
of the Nation ; and ſhall only obſerve the Rational Contequences thereof, and that 
in caſe any ſuch thing hath been pradtiſed in former times, That we may very ptoba- 
bly. date all our Miſgries from the Commencemenc thereof: For ſuppoſe ic were 
Ro former Ages, m_ a Ju 


rous wiedgment of 10 Great 
ſon, who hath per ate in the Country, and is forced 
to borrow a Sum at Intereſt co lay down upon ſuch an Occaſion? Will not ſuch 
a Man in all h rather comply with the Times, than fee his Family 
. utrerly Ruin'd too? Andthen as to the Caſes,of | 


Meum & Tuum, Will not he that thinks it to Give for a judicial Place, think it 
alſo Lawfiil to take when he is in it? And doth not,our Lives and Fortunes, our All, 
depend upon their Integriry and Abiliry ? Who would wonder atthe Caſe of the Ship- 

ry, the Diſpencing Power, Exceflive Bail, Unlawful on, Unuſual Puniſhments, 
Profecacion of the” Biſhops, or the like, in ſuch a Caſe? icher the Judges Aced 
according to their Judgment in;theſe Caſes, or they did not; if they did, we have 
athing to ſay to them, but hope our Courts of Juſtice, both in- Englavd and Wales, 
vill now be filled with more Able Men. Tf any of chzm did not Act according to 


Secret and Original cauſe of their Com 
other proceedings of the Eccleſiaſti urt againſt chat Reverend gnd Learncd Pre- 
late, the Biſhop of Tendon? The Preſident and Fellows of Magdalen Colledge, oc. 
' Since no Man can eaſily believe that.a certain Biſhop beyond Sea (whoſe Life'thd 
Converſatlqn was fo publickly known to the World) was meetly prefer'd for his-Piety 
and Devotion. $5 . Ws. 
And might not the Qpprefives of the Poor by the Officers of the Chimny-mony, 
Exciſe, &c. and all other Abuſes and Exrortions from the Common people, be publick- 
ly attributed to the ſame Cauſe? In the Caſe-of the late-Army, if any Officer pur- 
chaſed a Commiſſion, What could be expedted bur chat he ſhould make his Soldiers 
.Contributeto it? And will not his Soldiers have it out in their Quarters ? Nay, Might 
not this Fir introduce Billicing the ſame Soldiers u : 
and taking Mony from every tg the, great Oppreflion of the Subjets ? And 
muſt not the Nation-always ſuffer by theſe ways ? For a Soldier of Fortune, s Man 
of Honor and Experience, ds upor-his knownCourage and Merits, and either 
hath no Mony to give, or elſe ſcorns to Submit coſuch Mercinary Terms ; and when 
Merit gives place to Meny, the Nation mult beloſt ta any Enemy that will Invade us. 
'FThus at length when the grievous O the Officers become intolerable, 
and the People h: courſe of Juſtice (for when the Iferior 
ers ccuſe.their Superiors, they need not _or: a themſelves) then 


are they 


| muſt be Cloſetted, 
w the Kings iſpencing wer, 


” 
- 
—_ 


Place could not be obrziped without a Gene-. 


ſeveral -Houſes at one time, 


IT 
0 
o 
- 


ment for the ſame, andin a ' 


of more than ordinary Concern - 


their Judgmenes,, then we ſubmic to your Opinions, Whether this might not bethe - 
| ance? And if in this Caſe, Why not in the | 


ſccurely relies upon Jo great an Au and' ſo by a Chain of 
vences, i ſoems*o us ths all ur Miſeic may be ett hom this ' 
G - * | Selb s Offi %, 2 F- " : 

' che wicked Px ; above mentioned (for 

Id) and afterwards in the Capical and other 


For an Act againſt Buying and Selling of Offices. 


Therefore it is that we have thought Ft with all due Reverence to acquaint you, | 
That in regard we owe this happy Deliverence to the Providence of Almighty. 
God, who forgiveth us many Sins, and delighteth not in the Deſtruion of an Offen- 
der, but rather in his Repentance; ard in regard our Moſt Gracious Soveraign King 
| William, the Glorious Inſtrumentthereof, hath with ſo much Zeal and Compaſlion 
recommended to you a moſt general At of Oblivion. 
We ſhall like good Chriſtians and good SubjeAsp rather chuſe your Mercy than your 
- Severity; rather chuſe an Aft of Prevention for the future, than an Ad of Attainder 
for what.is paſt ; and that you may ſez, we do fo in earneſt, we Humbly Preſent you 
with an A& for that ——_ ; The Subſtance and Form whereof is with all imagina- 
ble Duty and Defence ſubmitted to your great Judgment and Diſcretion. 


| . A Draught of an Aft againſt the Buying and Selling of Offices. 


| Fs. per a it hath been fold by Experience m all Ages, that no Government ever prof- 

v pered where all Offices are Bought and S:1d, but on the contrary, where Perſons have been 
Prefered for their Merit and Ability, 
ways been happy within it ſelf, and ſacceſifu againſt its Enemies. 

Wherefore i, ihe Incouragement of Induſtry and Vertue, end the Rocting out of Idleneſs and 
Corruption, for the Honour of God, the Advancement of Tuſtice, the Security of the Lryes, 
Riligion,' and Property of the $ ef and for the more effefual Support and Defence of this 

| Kingdom in theſe times of War, by able and prudent Officers both at Sex and Land. q 
'Be it Enatted by our Soveraign Lord and Lady the King and Queer, by and with the Advice 
and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and the Commor:s in Parliament Aſſembled, 
and by the Authority of the ſame ; That all, and every Perſen or Porſens, who ſince the 13th.” 
Febr. laff paſt, have been,- or hereafter ſhall be admitted into avy Office or Employment, 
Civil or Military, _— or Miniftrial, within this Kingdom of England, Dominion of 
Wales, or Tow# rwick wow weed, (except ſuch Offices as are herein fter excepted) 
ſhall take thus Oat follewing, m ſuch Manzer, at ſuch Times, before ſuch Perſons, and in ſuch 
| Courts and Places as « appomted for the _— ff the New Oaths, by one At lately maac © 
| for tor Meegutig of the former Oaths of Allegiance 4nd Supremacy, and appointing other 
Oaths, Viz. | | 
| « I (4.4#.) do Swear, and ſolemnly Promiſe in the preſence of Almighty God, 
© that I have not given or promiſedro give any Mony, Fee, Reward, orother Profi,, 
* © DireQly or ,Indire&ly, to any Perſon or Perſons wharloeyer, tor the Office (or 
« Employment) of «7 or for the Depucacion of the Office (or Em- 
* ployment) of | nor for the Interelt or Recommendation of any 
NN Peron or Perſons whatſoever, in obtaining thereof: And chat I d> not know, or 
&« hayein the leaſt conſented that any Friend, Relation, or other Perſon whatſoever, 
« Hath, ſhould or ſhall hereafter, give or pfomile any fuch Reward, DireRtly or In- 
« dire&ly toany Perſon or Perſons whatſoever for the fame. 
Kt And further, I do Swear that 


to Serve their King and Country, the Nation hath al- 


Lhave not Received, nor Conſented, nor willing- 

« ly Permitred- any other-Perfon to Receive, nor will hereafter Receive, nor Con- 
i. Lat or willingly Permit any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever to Receive, any 
« Mony; Fee, Reward, or dcher Profit, DireAly or Indiretly, for any Office or 
« Employment within my Diſpoſal or'Gift, nor for my Interelt.or Recommendation 
« to obtain -any Place or Employment whatloeyer, (except ſuch Offices and Em- 


& ployments as are excepted in one A Inticled, 4» A againſt Buying and Selling 
0 p , made in the FR Your of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary) kf 
« which I Solemnly Promiſe and Swear accordingto. the plain and common Sence and 


Equivocation, Mental Evaſion, 


= * ithour an 
Underſtanding of che fame words, withou od ; and by the Contents of this 


* or Secret Reſervation whatſoever, So help mc 

« Book. | 

'- A Clauſe that all Bargains and Afſurances be void. 

A Clauſe - of Penalties-and Diſabilities in caſe of 
caſe of the other Oaths. EPs pad 

Another more ſevere Clauſe of Penalties and Diſabilities againſt all thoſe that 
ſhall be Convicted of a Breach of the {aid Oath. 

| Wo ogg except all ſuch Offices and Perſons as are excepted in a Statute made 

the 5t | 


6th. of Ed. VL. Ca. 16. | 
_ this AR ſhall db eas to the accuſtomed Fees for Warrants, 


Negle& or Refuſal, as in tho 


A Proviſo, 
ho Patents or ons, &c. 
; Thus we have Humbly laid before a haſty and ſhore Scheme of our preſent 


Thoughts is Matter fo good, which we Humbly Submic to your 
Thomghes of thi : oe the PRO. oe? are but two wa Hof us for our Se- 
| curiry,. in chis Re of Aﬀairs viz... The Deſtrution of all Offenders, or elſe a 
Generous Pardon ; for the'Middle way of ſetting a Mark or Fine upon them, neither 

ins Friends nor prevents:Enemies ; we. cohceive the latter moſt cenfiſtent with che 
Froreſtane Religion, and being ſeconded by ſuch a Law as js above ſer forth, may 
: | preſent happinets, and prevent the like Evils for che fu- 


\ = of pe ; , or other proceedings OOTY - 
"$44 + Ib oxflre ano fir foie. Liegihd Myr 109: 
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